2 Opening of Parliament.

Fegislative Ysscmbly,
Tuesday, ¢th June, 1895,

Meeting of the oA ssembly—Mossage from the Com-
niissioner— New Monbers—Royal Afail Steamers
nol entering Princess Koyol Horhour at Afhany—
Seat of the Meiher for the De Grey declared
racant—Iteason why Parliameat had been sume-
woned— Proposed  three aweeld adjournment of-
the Hanse, pending the bileetion of ¢ Meuwder for
the De Grey— Adjourmicent.

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The House met at 3 p.m., pursuant to Pro-
clamation of His Excellency thé Adminis-
trator. '

Twe CLERK read the Proclamation.

MESSAGE PROM THF COMMISSIONER.

A message from the Commissioner appointed
by His Excellency the Administrator was de.
livered by the Usherof the Black Rod, request-
ing the attendance of wmemhers of the Legis-
lative Assembly in the Legislative Council
Chamber to henr the Commission read. Ac-
cordingly hon. mewbers repuired to the
Legislutive Council, where the Comniissioner
read a Speech declaring the reasona for ealling
Parliament together.

NEW MEMBER>.

The following new members were intre-
duced, and took the cath of allegiance, and
their seats:—Mr, Moss (introduced by Mr.
Sotomon), member for North Fremantle, viee
My, Pearae, resigned ; und Mr. George (intro-
duced by Mr. Randell), wember for the
Murray, rice Mr. Paterson, resigned.

ROYAL MAIL STEAMERS AT ALBANY.

M. RANDELL: I wish to ask a question
without notice. If it is not convenient for the
Premier to answer it now, I will put it at the
next mecting of the House, but I think he will
be able to reply to the question now. T wish
to ask him whether he is aware of the fact
that the P. & O. Royal Mail Steawmer Vicloria,
on her homeward voyage fromr Adelaide, on
her last trip, did not enter Princess Royal
Barbor? If go, whether he can farnish the
rendon why the steamer did not enter the
harbor ; or, if he is not aware of the reason,
will he cause striet enguiries to be made P

Tuae PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest): I
think I am in & position to answer the hon.
member. T did hear that the steamer referred
to did not enter Princess Royal Harhor, but
at the same time I am aware it is nct an ex-
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ceptional thing, as they very often do not enter
it on their homeward voyage. In fact, T be-
lieve the Orient steamers searcely ever do.
The Government have nade the strongest re-
presentations they possibly can to the Imperial
nuthovities on the subject, hoth through the
Governor and throngh the Agent-General,
pointing out the treatment that this colony
receives from the P. & O. and the Orient
stcamers, in thia respect, more particularly
when the steamers are on theiv howmeward voy-
age. No reply has yet been received from the
[mperial Government in regard to these re-
prescntations.

Mr. RANDEZLL : Will the hon. genlleman
make enquiries as 1o the reason why the
steamer did not call, on the occasion I huve re-
ferred to ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Inhall
be very glad to make enquiry, but the reason
they give for not entering the harbor is that
it iz difficult to turn the vesgels when they get
in, and that the captains consider it unsafe.
and all such nonsense as that, Members arc
aware that we have provided o channel,
400ft. wide and 30ft. decp and huve
done everything we could, and at great
expense, for the very purpose of induncing these
steamers to enter Princess Royal Havbor ;
and, in any future contract that ie made, the
Government will do all they can to inaist upon
the colony l-eing ireated in a different way
from the way they are treated nt present by
I myself waa thoroughly die-
gusted, when in Albany the other day, at
the refusal of the Oruba to go into the inoer

harbor. It was a beautiful calm day, and there

was no reason whatever why she siould not
have entered. The vessel was not drawing
any large dranght of water ; still the captain
refusedto come in. T have since heen aa-
sured by the Orient Company, verbally, that
it won’t happen again, and I hope it won't.

RESIGNATION OF THE MEMBER FOR THE
DE GREY.

Tur SPEAKER informed the House that he
had received from Mr. A. R. Richardson the
resignation of his seat for the De Grey.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved
that Lhe seat he now declared vacant.

Apgreed to.

THE COMMISSIONER'S SPEECH.
ez SPEAKER reported to the House Lhat
His Excellency’s Commissioner had made a
communieation to both Hooses, declaring
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the reason for calling Parliament together, as

follows :

Meg. PresipenT AND HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
oF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL :

MR, SeEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF TUE LEGis-
LATIVE AGSEMBLY :

1 have 1t in command from His Excellency
the Administrator to inform you that a vacancy
hoving occurred in the Legislutive Assembly,
owing to tce ncceptance of an office of profit
from the Crown by the member for De Grey,
it ie His Excellency’s pleasure that an oppor-
tunity may be given to issue a writ for
supplying the vacancy so ocensioned, nnd after
a suitable recess you may proceed to the
consideration of such matters as will then he
laid before you.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE FOR
THREE WEEKS.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Mr.
Speaker—8ir, I beg to movo thet the House
at its rising do adjourn antil Tuesdny, the
25th June, instant, at 3 o'clock, pm, [ desire
to make one or two observations, for the
information of hon. wembers in regard to the
action of the Government in asking Puarlia-
went to meet to-day and then to adjourn
for three weeks, before proceeding to business.
I may at once suy that the only cbject the Go-
vernment have 1n view in regard to this ax-
rangement is the public convenience, Wehave
no other object or motive in our minds. Under
ordinary circumstances we would have met
somewhere about the date I propose the Houae
should now ndjourn to; and I am very glad, on
looking around me, as members will notice, to
find that country members, living in distant
paris of the colony have not inconvenienced
themselves by nttending here to-day, there
being no necessity for it. It was not my desire
that they should be put to the inconvenience
of attending to-day;and I notice that, with
very few exceptions, membars residing long
distances away have not attendel this formal
meeting. I am, therefore,glad that thearrange-
ment proposed by the Government has not
caused any great inconvenience to these hon.
membera, 'The chief reagson why it is consider-
ed necessary that Parlinment should formally
meek to-day is on account of a northernr mem-
ber having accepted on office of prodt from
the Crown. If the member who had accepted
that office had resided in Perth or Fre-
mantle, or oanywhere  within  ratlway
communication, it would mot have been
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necegsary to have {aken this course,
because the election could have heen got over,
without inconvenience, in a very few days, as
it would have been easy fo have communicated
with the general run of clectorates in a very
short time, and there would have been no diffi-
culty in fixing the election for an enrly date.
But it 80 happens that the member who hea
joined the Government on this occasion repre-
sents an electorate that ia far away in the
Northern parte of the colony, and, being a
scattered community also, it wasnecessary that
some time should be allowed to elapse before
the election took place, in nrder to enable the
electors to know that there waa to be an
election. That ia another renson—1 may say
it is the ci:ief renson—why it has been nceces-
sary to have this formal meeting of Parliament
to-dny, and then to adjourn for three weeks
before proceeding to business. Even as it is,
I fear it will be some days after the reassemb-
ling of Parliament before {he member for the
De Grey will be able to take his seat in the
House, whether he be my old friend and col-
league (as Thope he will he) or some other
member. Assawing for the moment that the
electors of the De Grey will (as I believe they
will}) return their old member, I think it
would he an advantage to this House, and
certninly to the colony, that the Commissioner
of Crown Lands should be in his placc as soon
aa possible after the House meets, That is the
only renson, a8 I have said before, why the
Government have sdopted the course which
they have ndopted, namely the public conveni-
ence. I donob suppose that anyone in this
House would sericusly accuse the Government
of having ndopted this conrsein erder to securo
an extra vole. When the time comes that the
majority at the commnnd of th:e Governwent
ig limited to one vote, I think it will be time
for the Government to make up theiraccounts,
and prepare to leave office, and wake roowm for
somebody else. Bub 1t is not a question of
voting at all that has nctuated the Govern-
ment in this matter, but werely a desire that
the Minister of Lunds, who oucupies & pro-
minent position in this House and before the
country, should be in his place when Parlia-
ment meets for business, so as to be able to
give information fo memhers with regard to
matters connecled with the important depart.
ment over which he presides. It may be said
—in faet, it has been said—that there would be
pothing irregular or unusual in the Govern.
ment calling Parliament together and
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then ndjourning for a few weeks, as now pro-
posed, 50 long as the Governor’s Speech were
placed before members and before the country.
All I can say in regard to that is, I belicve
auch a course is unnsual, and I think it would
be most inconvenient. There is ancther good
reason why it should not huve been done in
this instamce; the Government are not yet
ready with the Governor’s Speech.

Mg. Jamres: They have no policy then ?

Tur PREMIER (Fon. S8ir J. Forrest):
Quite as good o policy na you, at uny rate.

Me. [tuikaworTi: It is not our place to
have a policy.

‘I'sg PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest} : The
Government did not intend to meet Parlinment
for the deepatch of business before the 26th
June, andl may say it is the desire of the Govern-
ment that they should have up to the very lost
moment to place before thiz House and the
country the programme, or policy if you like to
call it, which they intend to carry out during
the sesaion.

Me. B, F. Srorn: It is bound to be a loan.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Some
members may think it isa very easy thing for
a responsible Ministry to place fthe Governor's
Speech before the country, that it only re-
quires the Premier to sit down some evening
to draft it, and present it next day
for the Governor’s approval, and then submit
it to this ouse. But I can assure members
who may think so, that when the time comes
for them to assume that vesponsibility they
will find it will tuke them a little wore time
than they seem io iwagine, and a little more
trouble and anxiety, to prepave their pro-
gramme for the session. [ say distinctly that
1 require to the very last moment possible, in
order to prepare the Governor's Speech for the
information of members. In regard to our
policy, anyone would think from what has fal-
len from some hon. members that the Govern.
ment bave to manufacture & new policy every
time they meet Parliament. All I can suy is,
that is not the view of their pogition taken by
the present Governwent. Our idea is this: ab
the general election the Government of the
day should bring forward the programme of
public works or the general policy which they
propese to carry out, and, having received the
approval of Parlinment to that programme or
policy, a considerable time must necessarily
elapse before they can carry out their pro
gramme or policy in its entirety, and it is no
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the duty of the Government tu bring forward
some new policy every time they come hefore
the Hoeuse. 1 do not know that the
country requires a mew policy just at
present. So far ns thecolony ia eoncerned it
rever wns so prospervus, and I believe the
people of the colony are fairly well satisfied.
They ate cortainly well fed and well clothed,
and the country genernlly is making rapid
strides. I mny tell members that our revenue
for the year, up to the present date, exceeds a
million of money. Whereas our estimated re-
venue for the whole year was only £873,000,
we huve already received over £1,000,000; so
that we are thoroughly solvent as a com-
munity. Our finnnces were never in a more
satisfactory condition. Our credit is better
than the credit of nny other colony in Augtra-
lia—I wight almost say in the aorld. OCur
financinl position is certainly far better than
that of any other Australian colony at the pre-
sent moment. With rvegard to our meceting
Parlixment, all Tcan say for myself and for my
collengnes is, we have nothing to fear in meet-
ing Parliament. We are very glad indeed to
meet our old friends and our supporters, and
even thoae who do not always support us. It
is a pleasant time of the year when Parlinment
comes reund, and we have an opportunity of
meeting one unother, and of discussing the
questions of ihe day; and, aithough we mny
not always agree in our views, 1 think I may
say we always look back upon these Patlia-
mentary gatherings with pleusure, Solur as
the Governmuntare concerned we have nothing
to hide. The present Government have
nothing to be ashamed of. I may say that. We
have a good vecord,—few Governwents have
had a Lefter record Lo place before Purliamen'.
than the record which it will be my good
fortune to place before this country in a few
days. So that, looking all round, we have
nothing whatever to fear in meeting Parlia-
ment, but every cause to be pleased and to
rejoice at the sutisfactory state of affairs that
exist, ‘l'bat being so, L am sure that all my
friends and co-members will acquit the Govern-
ment of having any other reason or object in
view in moving 1the adjournment of the House,
as I now do, other than the convenience of
Parliament and the public convenience,

Mgi, RANDELL: I do not suppose that any
members of this House would for a moment
entertain the idea that the Government bave
any other object in view than the public bene-
fit in the course they have adopted; but I
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think it is necessary and only right that we
should draw the sttention of the House and of
the country to theinconvenience and I may say
the danger of the course proposed o be followed
on this occasion. OF course I am aware that
it has to be adopted in consequence of what
took pluce some time ago ; but I desire to point
out that it is a course which mey possibly,
gometines, lead to a stale of things we should
all regret very much to ges brought about. I
suppose that the present oceasion is almost
unique, if not quite wunique, in the history of
Parlinmentary Goveroment, and it strikes me
that, at the very.outset, oxception should be
tuken to it, and that ik should be distin-fly
understood that it is not accepted by this
House aa o precedent to be followed on future
occasions, I think it should also be stated
thut, if the proper course had been pnrsued
some time ngo, there wonld have been no neces-
sity for the present action of the Government.
If Mr. Richardsen had resigned his seat in
Parliament before he had accepted office, we
should not have been called together at this
early date, when the Government have no in-
tention of procecding to husiness until the 25th
of June, and they are not prepared to give Par-
linment apy informution as to the measures
they intend to bring forward. I think
it is very desirable that we should have,
at the opening of Parlinment, an intimation
as to the intention of the Government in
respect of the business they propose to bring
forward during the session. Idid not antici-
pate myself that any new policy would be in-
treduced, but certainly it would have been
extremely convenient and helpful to members
if we could have had at this moment an indica-
tion of the programme which the Governent
propose to carry out with regard to the con-
duct of the affairs of the country. 1 am pleased
to hear thut the leader of the tZovernment is
able to tell us, in his place to-day, that the con-
Aition of the finances of the colony is such that
it will enable him to place a very satisfactory
record before the House, when the time arrives
for his doingso. We are all aware, I suppose,
that the revenue of the country has been in-
creasing almost by leaps and bounds, and that
it has gone up considerably beyond the esti-
mate framed hy the Government last year—
although perhaps there are two sides to that
question. Yet we must rejoice in the fact that
the Government are relieved from any anxiety
on financial gronnds as to the conduct of the
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pnecessary for me Lo say very muchon the ques-
tion now befors the House. We regret, and I
believe the Government regret—I can under-
stand their regretting it even more than
members on this side of the House—that they
have been compelled to adopt this course ; and
I am quite aure that those on this side of the
House would not wish for ome mowment to
throw nuy obatacle in the way of the business
of the country, under the cirgumstances which
have occmired. Memboers are aware that [
have been absent from the colony for some
time, nnd perhaps I aw not possessed of all
the facts of the case, though I think I have
correctly indicated them. I can only say that
I regret, myself, we are not able to proceed to
business, or at any rate that the Government
having called 78 together are not in & position
to give us any indication of the busivess they
intend to Lring before us. Recognising as I
do that it is most desirable—if not absolutely
necessiry—that the Comnmissioner of Crown
Lunds should Le in hie place, still I cannot
skut my eyes to this fact that, should he not be
returned at the coming election we shall be in
no better position than we are in to-day, ns the
Ministry will etill have the gap to fill up, I
should like t¢ say this, however : I hope the
late mewnber will be re-elected, for I look upon
him #3 a very useful member, and one whose
practical knowledge of farming life eminently
fits him for the position he has accepted in
the Ministry, I only wish he had adopted the
hetter course of at once resigning his seat
whon he accepted office, and saved us from the
dilemma we now find oursclves in. I think it
is a8 well for us that we should put on record
the ferling which we have that the course
which has Leen adopted is one that is fraught
with considerable impportance to the cause of
Parliamentary Government, and that it may
in some cases lead to results which we would
all regret and disapprove, and cause trouble
and dissension. Therefore I propose to move
an amendment wpon the resolution submitted
by the Premier. Perbaps it would be more
convenient if we who are not prepared to en-
dorse the action of the Government were to
divide the House, and votc against the resolu-
tion, rather than I should propose a distinct
amendment. Therefore I will not adopt the
extreme step of proposing an amendwent, but
will ask those who are of the same opinion as
myself to vote against the resolution of the
Premier, so that we may huve it on record that

affairs of the country. Idoe not know that itis | members on this side of the House at any rate
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consider that the course adopted on this occas-
ion should not be regarded as a precedent in
the history of Parliameniary Government in
this colony.

Mgr. LEAKE: It is my intention to vote
with the hon. member for Perth (BMr. Ran-.
dell) on this oceasion, and, in doing so, [ shall
express my rensons s briefly as I can. [ un-
derstand the hon. the Premier to say that the
adjournment ie woved on the ground of public
convenience,—that it is mnol convenient for
them at the present moment to declure their
policy or their programame. So far as my know-
ledge goes, such a course is unprecedented as
to adjourn the House in the way it is proposed
toadjourn to-day, merely for the convenience
of one Minister. [Ifully recognise the ndmis-
sion which the Premier has practicaily made
to this effect, namely, that the present Com-
missioner of Crown Lands is the most import-
ant member of the hon. gentleman’s Ministry.
That admission will not be gainsaid by any
wewmber. It is refreshing to know that the
hon. gentleman has secured the services of
#o valuable a colleague ; but, surely, it is hardly
right that the country should be denied the
privilege of knowing what the Ministerial pro-
gramme is tobe during the coming session, mere-
ly because they cannot have the nssistabce of
the mwost impertant member of their Ministry,
and the support they would have by bis
presence in the House. If the whole of the
Ministry had to go to their constituents, then
wo could readily understand the necessity for
the course it is proposed to adopt ; but, if we
vote silently upo1 the question mow before
tbe House we shall be placing cn record a pre-
cedent which may be followed at any future
time, that precedent being {o establish this
fact : that the Government can come down to
this House and meet us without declaring
what we are to consider, or what we are called
together for. I smbmit that such a thing has
never heen done before.

Tie Preaer : We did the same thing in
1861.

Me. LEAKE : Notatall. The circumstances
weredifferent. ‘Th: necessity for it arose thea
because the whole of the Minisiry had to be
re-clected. It would have becn absurd to sup-
pose that this House could meet for the traus-
action of business without having a represent-
ative of the Government on the ‘I'rensury
bench. But we have three mewmbers out of fowr
present now, and surely that ought to be suffl-
cient to enable them to carry on the businesa
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of the House. But what we compiain of on
this occasion is that there is no programme
placed before the country. It is only following
ont that policy of secrecy which has been thie
bane of politics in the past, which the country
complained of under the old form of Govern-
ment, and which the country complains of
now. The country has a right to know,
this House has u vight to know, what measures
are likely to Dbo brought Lefore it, and
what schemes we ure to be called upon to
debate. If the Government have no policy—
very well, Let ns have ar anpouncewent to
that effect, and we shall know how to meet it.
The Premier says he has nothing to fear. No
doubt he has nothing to fear. ‘T'hat, [suppose,
menns no foar of un adverse vote being curried
against his Ministry. But surely it was an
unfortunate admission to have to make this
afternoon, ¢n the assewnbling of Parliwment,
thut they wre not ready with their programme.
If they are not ready now, how will they Le
more ready three weeks hence, seeing that they
won't have the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
the most important wember of the Ministry,
to ussist them in the preparntion and counsi-
deration of their policy ?

Tue PeEmier: I did not say aaything aboub

that.
. Mg. LEAKE : Everyone knows the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands is goisg away in the
course of a few days, and will not be back antil
this House ineets again, so that the Govern.
ment will not in the meantime have the ad-
vantage of the ripe experience and valuable
assistance of the most important man in the
Ministry. I do not think there is wnything
further 1 need urge aguinst the motion before
ths House, but I certainly intend to vote
against it, and I shall ask members not to allow
tha Government to establish this procedent.
Supposing the motion were negatived, as a pro-
test against the action of the Government, it
wonld lead to no sexious isconvenience. It
would simply mean that this Homse might
meet again to-morrow, and we could then
adjourn until the 25th, if necessary.  But let
us emphasise the fact that we object to the
House being called together and the country
kept in Lhe dark as to the measures that Par-
linment is likely to be called upon to consider
during the session.

Me. LOTON : Mr. Speaker—Siv, we are not
favoured on this occasion, I find, as we
generally are, with a printed copy of His kx-
cellency’s Speech.  [am rather sorry for that,
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for if we are to proceed to basiness I should
have liked to havehad a copy of that document
before me. But I think I am right in conclud-
ing that *he Speech stated it was in order to
give an opportunity for the re-election of a
meuher who has accepted office under the
Crown that this adjournment of the House
for o period of three wecks has been necessi-
tated, Sofaras Iam personally concerned,
vccupying n seat as I do on the Opposition
benches, I must eay I am surprised that the
Government have thought it necessary to put
the conntry to this inconvenience. T .ay the
* country,” because I think it ia recognised
that those who sit ip this chumber represent
the country. I say I am surprised that mem-
bers should be put to this inconvenience and
trouble of being called hers, ond then sent
back again for three weeks without being
able to proceed to business. 1t seems to me
an extraordinary thing thot & mandate should
goforth calling members together for the des-
patch of business on u certain date, aud thata
circular should accompany that mandate tel-
ling members in plain words—for that is what
it amonnted to-—that their services would not
be required until three weeks aftorwards.
Now, sir, with regard to this election busiuess,
surely the difficalty could have becn got over
easily enough without calling Parliament fo-
gether to-day and then adjourning foru period
of three weeks. If the hon. member who ac-
ccpted oftice had sent in his resignation when
he took office, the dificulty would have beea
obviated. Why did he not do so ?

Tug Prexier: That would not have helped
ug in the matterat all. No action eould have
Lieen taken on it. His seat became vacant as
s00n 03 he accepted office.

Me. LOTON : | do not pretend fo underatand
the legal aspect of the case. The hon. gentle-
mun may be right, but T am not prepared to
admit that his views are always correct. Un-
der the Constitution Act any member of the
Legislative Assewbly may resign his seat,
by wriling under his hand, and sending his re-
signation to the Spuaker.

Tue Peemipr: But when he accepts office
he ceases to be a member.

Mu. LOTON : The Speaker had not the fact
brought to his notice at all. Isubmit he
would have been perfectly in order in sending
his resignation to the Speaker.

Tue Premier : If he had done so before
taking office.
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Me. LOTON : Or after he had taken office.
If the acceptance of office prevented him, why
did be not resign bis office, and go for re-
election ? It seems to me he wight have done
that. I will not attempt to argue the question
with the hon. gentlemnn, whe 18 80 very world-
ly wise, and who has the law at his finger ends.
But it seems to we the hon. member for the
De Grey might bave sent his resignation to the
Spenker first, and then accepted office, and go
to his constituents for re-election. Or ha
might have resigned his oftice ? Why did he
not do that? We all know why some people are
desirons of retaining oflice, but I do not think
the late hon. member for the De Grey is a man
of that sort. I regret very much that it has
been neccssary to establish this precadent.

Tae PremIER : Sode we, too.

Mz. LOTON : I submit it might have
been uvoided if, na [ said, the heon, mem-
ber hud sent in his resignation to
the Upeaker. 'l'he Bpeaker would have
tuken notice of it a6 once.  He generally does
when o resignation is forwarded to him. I
have no intention, so far us I amn concerned, of
in any wuy abtempting to put sny obstacle in
the way of the Government, with the view of
preventing them from proceeding with the
public business as early as possible. Nochave
Lany idea at all of attempting to oppose the
re-eiection of tho hon. member for the De Grey.
L shull be very glad to see hiwm retorned and
take his seat in this House, and [ trust he may
do so, und that he way becomea o useful mewm-
ber of the Ministry. I Feel satisfied he will de-
vote his beat abilities to the discharge of his
duties. A¢ the samo tiwe I cunnot help re-
gretting the necessity that has driven the Go-
vernment to adopt the course they have done
in this instance. At all ¢vents I must say, if
the Government have found themselves driven
into this corner they are not always so wise
and far-seeing as they would wish us some-
times to think they are,

Mg. A. FORREST: I think, after what has
fallen from the hon. memher who has last
spoken, it would be us well perhoaps if Mr.
Speaker would inform the House whether Lhe
Government have not taken the proper course
in calling this House together, und then =d-
jowrning it, or whether they could have had
this eleclion otherwise.

Tre SPEAKER : T do mot think it would
be proper that I should express my opinion on
that point.
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Me. ILLINGWORTH : I have no desire to
say one word in any way to embarrass the
Grovernment in their present dilemma, but I
do think that npon an occasion like this, when
o distinctly new departure has Dbeen tnken,
members on this side of the House at any rate
rhould enter a protest agminst a course of
action that is distinctly irregular, to say the
least of it. We have been called upon, by
proclamation, to meet here to-day for the
transaction of business, but we have met
practically withont the Queen’s Speech, and,
in accordance with our Stunding Orders, it is
impossible for us to proceed to business until
the Queen’s Speech has been considered und
disposed of. As n watter of fact, and according
to Purliamentary practice, of which May is
the exponent, until the reply to the Queen’s
Speech has been agreed to, neither House can
proceed with any other business. I am aware
that there buas been an excoptional instance
where Parliament has been called together as
in this instance, and then adjoarned ; but that
wag where the whole Ministry had newly taken
office, or had taken office botween the date of
the proclamation calling Parliamens - together
and the date of the assembling of Parlinment.
The Ministry was aworn in on the 0th Moy
and Parlinment was supposed to meet on the
10th ; and, in that cnse, A sort of precedent
may be gaid to have been established for Lhe
course which our own Ministry have thought
fit to pursue in this instance. But [ contend
that the circumstances are distinetly different,
and that there was not sufficient canse in the
present instance for calling Pariiament to-
gether, and then adjourning it for three
weeks, without giving ns the Queen’s Speech,
Of course T can easily understand that the
course adopted is adopted to remedy a blunder,
Wo may just as well admit that fact. Ithink
even the Ministry must be prepared to admitb
the fact that they committed a blunder, & dis-
tinet blunder.

Tue Premree: Not at all.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : They must adwit
that they irregularly appointed the Minister of
Lands, and that as a consequence of that
irregularity, onc constituency—and an im-
portaut constituency too—has heen without
a member, for a matter of six months. How-
ever, ull I wish to do on the present occasion
is to enter my protest agninst this procedure
on the part of the Governtment, and I shall do
so by supporting the action of the hon.
member for Perth,
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Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL{Hon. 8. Burt) :
I should like to ssy a word or two on this
oceasion, to point out exactly how this matter
atands, and to state my opinion on the question
of whether there hng becn any mistnke or
buongling in the matter. Of conrse it is ensy
to understand that mcmbers whe have not
studied the Constitution Act may assume with
some show of justice that there has heen some
bungle or mistake somewhere; and, if they
like to form that opinion without investigat-
ing the matter, of course they are welcome to
their opinion. I will go even so far as to admit
that itisan opinion that way Le excused,
unless you ook into thesubject. Under the
29th seclion of the Comstitution Act, if any
member accepts an office of profit from the
Crown, his seut theraupon becomes vacant. Of
course we know it is the constitutional praec-
tice, when i Government secks another
Minisrer, to appoint or nominate him from
amongst the members of Parlinment.

M=r. ILLiNeworTH : What about the Minister
of Mines?

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8,
Burt): [ will tell you about thut presently.
Yon would not expect o Mivistry togo outside
tha members of this House or the other House
to seck n new Minister, Ministers, as 2 rule,
are chbosen from members of the Assembhly,
and this secetion of the Constitution Act dis-
tinctly recognises that fuct, and provides that
if & member accepts oftice his seat thercupon
begomes vacant, 1t has been suid, why not
resigm before you take office? I think it is
not difficult to answer that, In the first place
what guarantee has a member who resigns his
seat got that he will be sure of oblaining an
office of profit if he docs resign 7 The Govern-
ment cannotb say to him *“ If you resign we will
appoint you,” or, if they do say so, he may
want Lo know what guarantee he has that he
will be appointed if ho does resign? What
the Act contemplates is that bhe shall be ap-
poinied while he holds a seat in the House.
and that when ho does accept office, his
seat hecomea vacanb there and then. Yhat
is the course recognised bv the Con-
gtitution Act. In thecase of the Minister
of Mines, it was pot seen that there
was uny getoub of this section or evasion of
it, when he resigned his seat first and then
aceepted office; and no doubt when this second
case avose everyoue was puzzling their heads
how they could get over this 20th section,
which siys that it “any member” accepts un
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oftice of profit from the Crown, his seat shall
thercupon become vacant. If he resigns his
seat first, he is no longer a mewmber, and it
would be a distince evasion of the Act, ng itnow
stands. If the scction is » bad one, it ought
to be repealed. But if you ask a member
whom you propose tu appoint to vacate his
seat first, this section hecomes inoperative, and
what ia the use or meaning of it on the
statute book? Surely it was intended to
operate, and that is 1o this wuy: if a member
accepts office, his scat becomes vneant. 1Uf
you baygain with hiw to resign his scat first.
and then accept office, you evade the
clause. It may be an in~onvenient cluuse,
If it is, remove it. But there it is,
and, so long as it remains, it should
be acted upon. It is useless to nsk a member
to resign his scut after he hns accepted office,
beeause hehas no seat to resign once he ue-
cepts office.  The difficulty has Leen that we
huad not the power to acquaint the Speaker,
under the Constitution Act, of the fact that a
vacancy had cccurred through the hon, member
for the DeGrey acecpting office. There is no
opportunity, nader the Act, of acquainting the
Speaker of that fact until Parl ament meets,
because under the 3lst. section whenever a
vacancy is caused the cause of the vacancy
must be declared to the House before a wrif
ean be issued. 'I'nevefore, Parlimment must
be called togeth r for the purpose of declaring
the vacancy. The question was this: Isit
movre convenicnt to call Parlinment together
three wecks hefore it is usual to call it to-
gather, or before it hos ever in the histery of
the colony been culled together, nfter a recess
of only six months, or is it better to wait un-
til the end of the month, and have theregular
session, with the Minister of Lands in atten-
dance? 'I'he lender of the Qpposition admits
it would be most unfortunate not to huve the
Minister of Lands here, and that was the opin-
ion of the Government. Therefore, in order to
have the seat declared vacant and o writissu-
ed for supplying the vacancy, it waa decided
to call Purliament together, and to proceed in
nccordance with the Act, It is an utter wis-
take to say there has been any Lungling at all,
The statute has simply been followed in this
instance, instead of beiny cvaded. That is the
most you can say: the Government did not
evade itiv the same way us they did in the
other case,

Mg. Leage: Wewant your programme.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt):
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We don’t bring in fresh progrunmes every six
months. We area stable Government, having
o stable policy to werk out. We did not part
withour policy lust November, that we should
be asked to bring forward a new policy on the
1st June. Lf we chunged about like that, and
brought ina new pelicy every sc:sion, who
would be the first to protest ugainst it sovner
than the hon. wetber for Albany ? We nre uot
secking new programmosevery yeur. Qwsisa
well-defined and continuous policy, and you
will find whenithus beenworked out it will huve
been completed to the satisfaction of everyone.
‘We have met to-day simply to aveid the incon-
venience of not having the Minister of Lands
here when we meet on the 25th for the dus-
patch of business. If there are any members
here who think it would not be inconvenient
not to have the Minister of Lands in his place,
I con understand these mewbers (if there are
any) protesting against the action of the Go-
verument. Bubt I think most of ns feel that
it would be very inconvenient. Thut Leing
almitted, we have adopted the only course
open Lo us, and called you here to-day in order
to report the seat vacant and to ennble the
Speaker to issue a writ for supplying the
vaeancy by the tinc tnis House meets ngain,
which will be about the usual time of Purlia-
ment wecting.

Mg. K. F. SHOLL : 'The Attorncy-General
asks us what do we want with a programme,
when we had a programme last year ¥ I sup-
pose we ghall have a programme when we wect
here nguin on the 25th of this month. Seeing
that the new Minister of Lands was going be-
fore his constituencts, I think he ought at
any rate to have been supplied with some pro-
grumme to place before them, Ministers do
nob genernlly go to their constituents orto the
country without some programme or policy.
There may be some measures brought in by
the Government during the presont session
which way be opposed to the intercsts of the
electors of the Northern constituency before
whom the Minister of Lunds is going; and [
think the lcast these electors could expect, uud
in fact wra entitled to, is a declaration of the
policy or programme of the Miniatry of which
their representative is o member. I think this
House might huve been called together a
month ngo to do what weare deing at present.
In all the other colonics, although their finan-
cial year, like ours, does not close until the
30th June, their Partiaments have been in ses-
sion for some time, and the Budget hus lLeen
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delivered in one, if not more of thos: Parlia.
ments.  Why should our own Government not
act in the sawe way, and call Parliamoent to-
gether earljer, and get a supply vote hefore
the financial year closes. Why chould they
apend money illegally ? I um still harping on
the sume old string—the illegnl expenditure
of the Government in not oblaining snpplies
before the end of the financinl year, I know
it ig argued by the Government, or by the
Premier, thut because they do not pay awny
the money until the end of July they are not
illegaliy expending the tmoney, so long as they
get a vote before that dute.

Tue Premek: We can get it from Parlia-
went any day after the 25th, when we meet
again, [t is dono everywhere else.

Me. B. . SHULL : 1 know it is, Lut it is a
pernicious system, and [ for one will not con-
sent to make it a gencral thing. The Govern-
ment may not require Lhe money until the
end of July, but the fuct remains that they
arc committing the counlry to an cxpendi-
ture that has not been sanctioned by this
House, which ‘I submit is contrary to the
gpirit and the letter of the Audit Act, and
ia thereforz an illegal expenditure. With
vegard tu the present motion, I think with
other membersit would bave Leen morve con-
venicnt to have opened the session with the
Governor’s Speech as usunal. It is not my
wish, nor the wish of members on this side, to
hamper the Govermment, but it would have
been much more convenient nnd more in
accordance with practice if they had opened
the seesion with some programme. I suppose
they mmust have some Bills to intreduce, or
some works to bring before the House, and I
think it is o pity they did not tnke usinto their
confidence.

Me. JAMES: It seems to me that, in
addressing themselves to thiz motion, the
Prawier and the Attorney-General have simply
been beuting the air. What does it watter to
us whether the Government have made o
bungle or not in connection with the appoint-
ment of the Minister of Mines or of the Minis-
ter of Lands? They must admit they have
made a bungle in one cuse or the other—that
is a certainty. Whether it was in connection
with one appointment or the other, the
fact must ever remain that » buogle has been
committed. But, huungle or no bungle, what
wa complain of is this: meeting a8 we have
been colled to mect here to-day, for the des-
patch of Lusiness why should we not have be-
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fore us, as we always have, and have a right
to have, 1er Mujesty’s Speech, declaring the
rolicy of Hor Mjeidy's Ministers, ns to the
lines upen which they propose to run the coun-
try during the next few months? Itis all very
well for the Premier to get up and say that
the revenue has increused £200,000 beyond
his estimate, wnd that it already amounts to a
million of woncy. We knew that before. Wa
see it every day in the papers, and it has
nothiug whutever to do with the question
at issue. [f the revenue of the colony
amounted to £5,000,000 what has that got to
do with this guestion ? The point at issue 18—
were the Government justified in enlling us
together on this occasion, and sending us
away sgoin, withvut giving us the slightest
inkling of any line of policy which they pro-
pose to bring befora us. [ mnyself want to ad-
dress the electors of last Perth, my constitu-
ency, aud to ascertunin their views as to the
prograunme of the session. But how cun [ doso,
when the Government do not provide us with
thair programme ?  Of course the members of
the Government do not want to address their
constituencies, They only represent about 300
votes between the whole five of then, und they
do not know whut it is to have to addressa
body of intelligent electors, Buf we who repre-
seat large constituencies, city constituencies,
men of progress aund intelligence,—we are
placed in o different position. We are told we
are very desirous of pleasing the electors and
showing our encrgy when there ig an clection
abont, Luf we are twitted with negiecting
them afterwards when our seats are secured,
and do not care to address them. But how
are we going to address them when the pro-
gramume of the Government for the coming
session is kept back from us, and we have no
other means of ascertaining what the views or
intentions of the Hlinistry aure? That is the
ground of our complaint against the Govern-

went. l'o tatk about the revenue or about
the Cunstitufion Act is beside the ques-
tion. We want to0 Ynow whether the

Government bave a policy or mot. If they
have, surely they do not leave it until the last
moment to decide upon the lines of that policy,

" I'he Commissioner of Crown Lands will not he

in o position to assist them with their policy.
between this and the 25th of the month. Why
then should they not give this House and the
country an outline of their policy? Sarely
we have a right to protest agninst this secrecy
on the part of the Government. If they have
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a policy let them Jeclare 1t to the world, and
not bave these meetings of Purlinaneut an
empty farce, doe solely to their own negli-
gence.

Tue PREMIER {Hon. 8Sir J. Forrest):
[ am very sorry, sir, that cxception has Leen
taken to the action of the Government on this
occasion. All I cun say is, ag | said ot the
begiuning, that our action has been prompt-
¢d solcly with the view of consulting the con-
venicnce of the House and of the country.
The soction of the Act, aspoioted out by my
friend the Atbtorney-General, ia porfectly
clear, and wo other cowse was open to
us without evading the Act. 'The section
provides thut when a wmewber of tho House
uccepts an oifice from the Crown his seat
shall (here and then become vacant, and
you cannot supply that vacuncy until it is de-
clared to the House, and you cannot declare
it o the House without culling Parlimmwont
together. Thera is no doubt about that. T
may sy &t once that neither the Government
nor anyone else were aware that a writ could
not be issued, without resorting to the mu-
chinery which we huve had to putin motivn by
calling Parlinment together. We fonud cur-
selves in this difficulty: either we would have
to meet Parliament without the Minister of
Lands being in his plawe—which members
admit would be very iLuconvenient—or we
would have to call Parliament together for
the purpose of enubling o writ to be issued, or
we would have to commit wnother evasion of
the Act.

Me. Lotox : 'l'nea yuu adwit that the
Minister of Mines was illegally appointed ?

Twe PREMIER (Hoo. Sir J, (Forrest) : [ do
nob ndmit that.

Mr. [LLINGWORTH :
Speech we want,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest):
As regards the Speech, [ do not think there
would have been any cowplaint on that scorc
if the Houss had not been culled together
until the 25th June. I do not think it is au
unnecessary long time to wait, From the
29th Novembur {o the 25th June is not an wo-
duly loug recess. 'We have generally been in
recess for eight or nine months, and certainly
never less than aix months, except on the ov-
casion when we changed the financial year
from Devewber to June. [ am astunished
that members should try to embarrass the
Government in this way. ‘I do not suppose
this course that has been forced upon ns will

It is the Governor’s
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ever oceur ugnin, Either the Constitution
Act will be witered, or we shall be wise enough
to evade it. I do mot think it was o very
serious ofenca the way we did it with the
Minister for Mines. tut in this cuse the
difficulty wus wot found oub until the
appointment was wmade. I cannot un-
derstand members desiring to furiher the
progress und welfure of the cuuntry, and
at the sawe time trying to ciubarrass and
hamper the Government—because it is noth-
ing more nor less than that. We tried to do
the best we could in the interests of the coun-
try und for the publiv ¢onvenience, in acting
us we did, inthe face of the dilemma that
veourred.  We were even advised by the hon,
member for Albany to adopt this eourse. I
thought I might just as well have the hon.
wember's opinion in black and white, bué,
when I wrote to him, he jumped back feom his
former position, and sud, ¥ We want the
Speech.” I do not think that in the history of
Parlianmentary procedure you will find any Go-
verauent goming down with a Speech to have
it drifting abont the country for three weeks
bufore Paclinment had an opportunity of dis-
cussing it. Ib is o comwon practice, I beliave,
in England for adjournmenis o take place
when there is o changoe of Minsiey. Even be-
fure the Queen’s Speech has been delivered,
there wre cases on record where o Ministry
having resigned and u new Misistry having
come into office, the new Ministry bave had to

"ask for adjournments in order to enable thew

to get re-clected. In this purticular instance,
the whole Ministry of course hus not to seck
re-vlection, only one member of it, und it was
simply for the public convenience that the
courae adopted was adopted. We had no obher
ohject or motive. Under the circwnstances T
must certnanly express my grest surprise at
the hon. member for Perth {Me. Randell)
moving in the way ha has done in regard to
this matter., He knows very well—everyoue
hure must know—that the Governmeant have
no object whatever except us I have said the
public convenience. If we thoughl that any
objection would have been taken, nothing
would have been easier than for ns to sumuren
Parliament for the cod of the month, in the
usval wuy, I do not like the course myself
at all. [ think it is too biy ua proceeding
altogether for such o very swall mautter.
But baving been influenced by my [riend
opposite (Mr. Leake) and others, I said to
myself : “ Well, it the Oppositicn do not
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mind, and it will bea convenience to the
Government and the countey, we will do it.”
'I'he result ia we find ourselves here,in a thin
Heuse with nearly all our supporters away,
being hampered ic our efforts to corry on the
business of the country and to consult the
public convenience. [ do not think members
opposite are acting towards me in the way T
should like to act towards otners, under eimilar
circumstances.

Mge. RANDELL: T think I stated that my
reason for taking the action [ did was simply
to record a protest, so that the course adopted
on the presentocension should not he construed
into a precedent.

Question put—1 hat the House at ile rvising
adjouen until Tuesday, 25th June, at 3 p.m.

A division heing called for, the numbers
were—

Ayes 10
Noes 8
Majority for ... 2
AYES. NoOFs
My, Burt Mr. Ceorge
Mr, Connor Mr. James
Mr, A, Forrest Mr. Hlingworth

Mr. Leake
Mr. Keep
Mr, Loton
Mr. Maoss
Mr. Randell

Sir J. Forrest
A r, Harper
Mr, Hassell
Mr. Marmion
My, Piesse
Mr. Solomon
Mr, Wood

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMEN'T,

The House accordingly adjourned
Tuesday, 25th June.

until

[COUNCIL.]

The Administrator’s Speech,

Fegislative @onncid,
Tuesday, 23Lh June. 1895,

Govcrior's Spech—Fuderal Conneil Refevence Bill ;
Sivst vueding— A ddress-in- Reply—Adjourument.

Tue PRESIVENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton)
took the chaie at 3 o’clock p.m.

THE GOVERNOR'S SPELCH.
Shortly after 3 o'clock His Excellency the
Administeator (Sir A. C. Onslow) entered the
Council Chamber, and the members of the
Legislative Assembly, in ohedience to com-
mand, attended the Chamber, whevenpou His
Excellency delivered the following Speech : —

MgE. PresiDENT anD HONOURABLE GENTLEMERN
or THE LeaisLaTIVvE COUNCIL,—

Mi. SPEARER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE LEcIs-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

1. T meet you with pleasure, und am glad
te be able to assure you of the continued pro-
gross and advancement of the Colony.

2, The finnnces are in a thoroughly sabis-
fuctory condition, snd the Revenue for the
year will far exceed the Estimate, ‘L'he credit
of the Colony at the present time is excellent.

3. ‘'l'he first moiety of the Loan for one
wmillion and a hulf, authorised last Session, has
been snceessfully floated in London at 3} per
cont. interest, and rewlised o premium of
£3 1s. 4d. per cent, As this was the first
oeeasion on which this Colony has becn able
to place o Loan at 3% per cent., the result is
mest gratifying.

4. The Federal Council metin Hobart in
January last. Theprincipal matterdecided was
that the Draft Commonwealth Bill, passed Ly
the Sydney Convention in 1891, should be dealt
with Iy the several Purliaments of Austra-
lagia. My Ministers, while fully ndmitting that
the Federation of the Australugian Colonies is
of vast importance to the Colonies themselves,
as well as to the Empire, are still of opinion
that, until the question has mwade some esub-
staptial progress in the Mastern Colonies, it
cannot, under existing circumstancee, become
a pressing question for this Colony.

5. During the past year the numerous
Public Works authorised by Parliament have
been progressing. The Railways to Mullewa
and to Bueselion have been opened for traffie.
The contract for the conatruction of the Rail-
way from Southern Cross to Coolgardie has
been let at o satisfactory price. The dovia-
tioms for the improvement of the Eastern
Railway arc nearly finished. The Surveys for
the Railway from Mullewa to Cue have heen
completed, and the contractfor the construe.
tion of the line will be let at as early a date as
posgible. The Surveys for the Ruilway from
Donnybrook to Bridgetown are in hand, and



